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David Hume and His Influence on Philosophy and Theology. By James 

Orr. New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1903. — pp. ix, 246. 

As Huxley's Hume presents that philosopher from the standpoint of a 
scientist, so Dr. Orr's book presents him from the standpoint of a theolo- 
gian. The first three chapters after the introduction are devoted to a nar- 
rative of the events of Hume's life. These chapters contain nothing new, 
being drawn from the standard sources — Hume's account of his own life, 
his letters to William Strahan, and Burton's Life. The next four chapters 
are devoted to a discussion of Hume's epistemology, particularly his first 
principles, his doctrine of cause and effect, and his doctrine of substance. 
These chapters are critical rather than expository. The author first sketches 
Hume's doctrines in their larger aspects, without discussing points of inter- 
pretation, and then gives the criticisms which have been developed by 
later philosophy. In one sense, this criticism is fair, representing, as it 
does, the results of philosophers since Hume who have dealt with the same 
problems, but the method of treatment is essentially unsympathetic. The 
author presents not so much Hume's point of view as that of a thinker 
of the present time who works in the light of a century and a half of 
progress. Sometimes this critical method seems to run away with the 
author, and he appears to be using Hume as a pretext to start a discussion 
on some philosophical question. This is particularly noticeable in the 
chapter on Hume's ethics (Chapter IX). Here the author, after briefly 
presenting and criticising Hume's moral philosophy, indulges in a five-page 
refutation of hedonism in general (pp. 185-190)! In fact, the author 
frankly admits in his preface that he regards Hume's philosophy as a type 
of all endeavors to solve the problem of knowledge without rational pre- 
suppositions (p. vii). He does not hesitate, therefore, to direct his criti- 
cisms against experimental psychology, utilitarianism, agnosticism, evolu- 
tionary treatments of religion, etc., of the present day. 

It is in the discussion of Hume's religious philosophy that the author's 
theological bias most appears. He does not attempt to meet Hume on his 
own ground, but contents himself with restating the usual idealistic argu- 
ment for the existence of the Absolute, based on the rational and moral 
constitution of man's nature. This phase of the question, we may safely 
say, was entirely outside Hume's conception of the problem and is scarcely 
a fair criticism of his discussion of the purely rational proofs for the exist- 
ence of God. The Natural History of Religion the author puts aside as an 
offensive satire on Christianity (p. 197), though he admits that it has been 
the forerunner of many later attempts to explain the development of re- 
ligions. The essay "Of Miracles" is criticised as inconsistent with 
Hume's own principles, and the author is of the opinion that Hume greatly 
over-estimates the amount of proof necessary to establish a miracle. 

Dr. Orr closes with a short exposition of Hume's contribution to Adam 
Smith's great work, and with a brief criticism of the History. The book is 
popular in its nature and is written in a clear and readable style. Its chief 
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faults are due to the author's theological bias, and to the unsympathetic 
attitude which he adopts toward the empirical philosophy. The beginner, 
who is unacquainted with Hume, will get little help in understanding him, 
but the student who wants a short digest of the standard criticisms on his 
doctrines will find the four chapters on the epistemology extremely useful. 

G. H. Sabine. 

Benoit de Spinoza. Par Paul-Louis Couchoud. Paris, Felix Alcan, 

1902.— pp. 305. 

This work, as the author states, is " a history and an exposition of the 
works of Spinoza " ; it is a study of a philosopher rather than of a philoso- 
phy. Spinoza, as he says, is not essentially a metaphysician, or even a 
metaphysician and a moralist, but he is an exegete and a student of politics as 
well, and hence the writer gives less prominence to the Ethics than is usually 
the case. Nothing less than a survey of all the Spinozistic writings is 
attempted, and the order adopted in the presentation is in the main 
chronological. Of the eight chapters in the book, the first two are devoted 
to Spinoza's early life and general environment up to the time of his ex- 
pulsion from the synagogue, while the eighth gives a glimpse of his life at 
the Hague and also an inventory of his library. In the third chapter is 
traced the development of his concept of substance through his various 
writings, with some comments on the characteristics of his modes of think- 
ing. Then comes, in the fourth chapter, a discussion of his earlier works, 
the Cogitata Metaphysica, the Short Tractate, and the De Emendatione, in 
which, as in the "Principles of the Philosophy of Descartes," considered 
in the fifth chapter, Spinoza makes certain departures from the standpoint 
of Descartes. The next chapter takes up Spinoza's writings on theology 
and politics, emphasizing the essentially modern attitude adopted by him 
toward these subjects. The seventh chapter, the longest in the book, 
presents a critical discussion of the fundamental doctrines of the Ethics, 
such as causation, individuality, knowledge, etc. Throughout, the author 
attempts to preserve the unity of the work by tracing back Spinoza's various 
doctrines to the concepts by which all his thinking was dominated and to 
which he gave most complete form in the Ethics. It need scarcely be 
said, perhaps, that the treatment is often sketchy ; yet considering the mag- 
nitude of the task which the author has set himself, it has been well done, 
and furnishes an interesting and suggestive summary of the Spinozistic doc- 
trine. B. H. Bode. 

University of Wisconsin. 

Zur Einfiihrung in die Philosophic der Gegenwart. Acht Vortrage von 

Alois Riehl. Leipzig, B. G. Teubner, 1903. — pp. 258. 

In this volume, the well-known author of the Philosophischer Kriti- 

cismus has presented a series of lectures which was given at Hamburg 

before a large audience a little over two years ago. The circumstances 



